Homeless Point-In-Time Count Results - January 30, 2008

Every other year HUD requires cities that receive homeless funds to conduct a
point-in-time (24-hour period) homeless survey (or count) in order to estimate the
number of homeless, disabilities of the homeless, and chronically homeless.” The
January, 2007 count was a required count and January, 2009 will be the next
required count. Lawrence, in an effort to better understand the local homeless
situation, conducts annual homeless surveys.

The survey form is developed by a group of homeless service providers and city
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* The Federal definition of a chronically homeless person is “either (1) an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling
condition who has been continuously homeless for a year or more, OR (2) an unaccompanied individual with a disabling condition
who has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years.”




participate, although this happens less than in the past. Thus, this survey must be
viewed as a rough snapshot of the homeless population and not a scientific study.
Additional information, provided by service providers and other experts in the field,
should also be taken into account. National statistics® suggest that:

e 38% report alcohol use problems
26% report other drug use problems

e 39% report some form of mental health problem, and 20-25% meet criteria for
serious mental illnesses

e 3% report having HIV/AIDS

e 23% percent are veterans (compared to 13 percent of the general population)

In Lawrence, only 8% reported alcohol and/or drug use problems and only 19%
reported a mental health problem. Service providers and outreach workers estimate
from experience that local numbers related to these categories more closely mirror
national statistics.

* http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/homelessness/




